To avoid detail, I may mention that, after making several experiments upon this subject, I became convinced that the curve, of the form of the larger extremity of an egg, turned from a mass of lead 3^ inches in its short or transverse diameter, was perfectly tolerable when weighted to 12 lbs., which was more than sufficient to check all circulation through the common femoral or superficial femoral in any part of the groin above the crossing of the sartorius, and this quite independently of any ordinary amount of adipose tissue overlying the course of the artery.
The situation in which this compressive weight acted most efficiently was, of course, over the horizontal ramus of the pubes, or over the common femoral below that point; but in the former position it was irksome, in the latter it was more difficult of retention than at a lower point corresponding to the bifurcation of the common femoral, where naturally the hollow of the groin is deepest, when the thigh is slightly flexed, abducted, and rotated outwards ; or, in other words, when the patient lies on his back with the knee facility for a reproduction of the circulation in the sac was manifested in connexion with the patent condition of the anastomotica magna, which continued even after consolidation did become permanent, the pulsation of this vessel almost up to its origin being manifest both immediately upon consolidation as well as after the lapse of several months.
It must be obvious that compression accurately applied to the common femoral must command the arterial circulation of the limb far more completely than compression or ligature of the superficial femoral. This must afford a facility in treatment of regulating the degree of interruption of the free flow of blood through the sac proportioned to the activity of the collateral circulation, which cannot be claimed for the ligature, which is not susceptible of any modification to suit the requirements of each case according to the effects it is found to induce.
I have no wish to argue against the employment of the ligature in the treatment of popliteal aneurism as being fraught with great dangers to life and limb, because, speaking from personal experience, current of blood) be suddenly arrested, coagulation of the blood which happens to be in the sac may then take place, filling it with a large, dark, soft clot; the sudden formation of which is indeed, like a foreign body, apt to induce suppuration and sloughing of the sac and neighbouring tissues, and hence is rather prejudicial than otherwise." Recent writers and observers seem to doubt that this is the mode by which consolidation is effected, at least in those cases when it takes place rapidly, and sometimes almost suddenly. 
